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To reinforce our nationalism and to be in unison with what we should be striving for as a nation
and as a country. This manifesto has drawn upon the principles enshrined in the Preamble of the
Constitution which pilots our destiny.

“WE THE GUYANESE PEOPLE, Proud heirs of the indomitable will of our forebears, in a spirit
of reconciliation and cooperation, proclaim this Constitution in order to:

Safeguard and build on the rich heritage, won through tireless struggle, bequeathed us by our
forebears;

Affirm our sovereignty, our independence and our indissolubility; Forge a system of governance
that pro- motes concerted effort and broad-based participation in national decision-making in
order to develop a viable economy and a harmonious community based on democratic values,
social justice, fundamental human rights, and the rule of law;”

The aforementioned quote taken from the Preamble of Constitution of the Cooperative Republic
of Guyana is the platform on which the core Pillars of the United Republican Party Rest. Our four
Core Pillars are:



By any measure, de-
mocracy can be de-
scribed as a governing
system in which the
central power is vested
with the voting popu-
lation. In such a sys-
tem/government and
the officials that make
such a government are
legally and morally
obligated to attend to
the needs of its citi-
zens. By extension, in
a democratic system,
supreme power is vest-
ed in the people and
exercised directly by
the people or by their
elected representatives
under a free and fair
electoral system. Since
our independence in
May 1966, Guyanese
have not really had a
chance to experience
a prolonged period of
stable democratic gov-
ernment. The PNC,
when in power, has
abolished the basic el-
ements of democracy
in its quest to build
the Burnhamite dicta-
torship. The PPP came
into office amid a great
deal of national and
international support
in 1992. The expecta-
tion was that with the
democratic  opening
that occurred after the

1992 elections, PPP leaders
would reconstruct the frag-
ile Guyanese political system
to create institutions that
would ensure that a demo-
cratic political order would
be established. However, the
opportunity to do so has
been woefully squandered
by the ruling PPP, which to-
day mimics in many ways
the actions of the dictatorial
Burnhamite PNC, now call-
ing itself APNU. The ruling
party, the PPP-C continues
to govern by the same un-
democratic means. Much of
this leadership style, which
is clearly transparent under
the leadership of President
Donald Ramotar is guided
by a socialist desire to cen-
tralize political control. In
reality, the policies of the
PPP have served to ben-
efit a small group of loyal
PPP supporters, while the
majority of the Guyanese
people still live in poverty.
The failure of the PPP u
der President Donald Ra-
motar to build a sustain-
able democracy in Guyana
is compounded by a number
of factors, all of which have
contributed to the erosion
of a democratic tradition in
this young nation. Includ-
ed amongjthese factors
are pref-
ment for

ty  sup-

orters,

widening gap between rich
and poor, a failed educa-
tion system, out migration
of skilled people, increased
drug trafficking and mon-
ey laundering, widespread
corruption, and a very vin-
dictive government that con-
siders all non-supporters as
enemies of the ruling party.
Today, the PPP remains a
minority government which
refuses to recognize the fact
that its corrupt ways will
come to an end after the
May 2015 general elections.
Democracy cannot be es-
tablished in Guyana unless
the PPP is removed from of-
fice. Instead, Guyana needs a
government that can provide
hope for the future, trust in
its people and stability in
government. It is only then

can weyh | begin to es-
tablish a  governing
system §1 that will work
towards securing

social,
litical and
economic in-

United Republican Party
(URP) will work with any
political party in Guyana
after the general election to
support, build and establish
democratic institutions that
will serve the interests of all
of Guyana’s citizens. The URP
will work with other local
and regional organizations,
international organizations
and support groups, and
sympathetic governments to
help put Guyana on a dem-
ocratic path, a path where a
working democracy will cre-
ate conditions in our society
that will enable all Guyanese
to help transform our society
into one that recognizes the

roots sup- to
build such a system
from the bot- tom




MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE
| OF THE

UNITED REPUBLICAN PARTY (URP

Fellow  Guyanese, less of Ethnicity, Class, convinced that the
— Brothers and Sisters Social Strata, Sexual United Republican
~ ¢/ Tam proud to be the orientation, Gender Party has all the
| Presidential Candi- and Natural ambition. accruements to the
: date for the United Our Vison is for Guy- mold this nation
Republican Party ana to be transformed into the modern
. (URP); I believe Guy- intoaModernand Safe vision we all seek. |
~ anaat thisjuncturein Country. Myself and Into a place where §
its political life cycle colleagues have gone we all can once
must put the neces- the distance to con- again begin to live
saryelementsinplace ceptualize this New and not merely ex- £
to move our beloved Vision in an impacting ist.
country out of five context that will cause I urge you to come
decades of Social, a metamorphosis in out on May 11,
Economic, and Po- ideological thinking, 2015 and exercise
litical strife that has perceptions and appli- your franchise in
impeded our coun- cation to profile who a manner that will
try’s development. ~ we are as a people. impact our future
{ Against this back- Under the umbrella as individuals, set
*  drop myself and of a Modern and Safe the grounds for
. members of the ex- Guyana,  Guyanese our future gener-
ecutive of the Unit- will once again begin ation and solidify
ed Republican Party to change who we are our beloved nation
have crafted a theme as a nation that is dis- once again as one
which we believe illusioned, to who we People, One Nation
will charter a course should be as a coun- and One Destiny.
of prosperity and try with vision. As I
renewed vigor and lead this team of en- Vishnu Bandhu
vitality among all thusiastic, young, and Presidential
Guyanese, regard- smart Guyanese, I am Candidate
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URP FIRST 90 DAYS IN GOVERNMENT

The United Republican Party First 90 Days in Office
will aspire to achieve the following:

> Launch an Economic Stimulus
Program that will bring relief to a wide
cross section of Guyanese

> Initiate a Poverty Eradication
Program (PEP).

> Introduce Unemployment benefits
backed by Technical & Vocational
Training; and Retraining.

> Ensure that existing established laws
are enforced

> Initiate Constitutional Reform

B> Commence reform of the National
Insurance Scheme (NIS)



OBJECTIVES

. To present to Guyanese a
manifesto that encapsulates pro-
grammes that will move the Guy-
anese economy in a positive di-
rection.

. To set up, at all levels, gov-
ernment that will ensure that
the basic needs of modern liv-
ing, namely, food, portable wa-
ter, shelter, primary health care,
electric power access, road/wa-
terways, base education (literacy/
numeracy/skill), recreation/social
amenities information/public en-
lightenment, among others are
available in a fair and just manner
to all Guyanese;

. To promote self-reliance
through active and practical en-
couragement of small and me-
dium scale industrial initiatives,
handicraft and agriculture;

. To establish a policy of pov-
erty eradication  through ac-
tive government intervention in
youth training which will directly
impact youth unemployment and
redundancy;

. To protect, promote and
elevate the status of womanhood
through various deliberate equal-
ization methods such as equal sal-
ary for equal employment;

. To provide benefit for pen-
sioners, the elderly, the handi-
capped, widows and unemployed;

. To protect the rights and
privileges of children, including
the unborn child, through ap-
6

propriate legislations and welfare
schemes;

. To represent the interest of
the Guyanese masses by partic-
ipation in key and strategic sec-
tors of the economy e.g. sugar and
the sugar industry, rice trade and
marketing; aggressive pursuit of
nontraditional agriculture prod-
ucts; telecommunications; hous-
ing; fiscal/monetary control; sci-
entific research and technological
development specifically related
to developing non- traditional
sectors in relations to mining, etc.

. To create a hospitable pri-
vate sector atmosphere for manu-
facturing and production business
to thrive and prosper in Guyana;
while ensuring proper protection
for local industries and manufac-
tures.

. To provide leadership,
strategic and economic support
(where appropriate and possible)
to Guyanese in the Diaspora;

. To honor international tre-
aties, support and promote inter-
national co- operation between
and among friendly nations and
contribute socially, culturally and
economically to the maintenance
of world  peace and order.

. To defend the territorial in-
tegrity and unity of the Coopera-
tive Republic of Guyana.

. To actively entrench, en-

courage and regard observance
of the nation’s ethical values and
morality, especially truth, justice,
honesty, equity, and the fear of
God.

. To wage an ideological,
moral, constitutional/legal war
against corrupt practices, ethnic-
ity and indiscipline in private and
public life;

. To undertake all innova-
tive activities that would elimi-
nate or reduce practices, misery
and uncertainty, foster liberty;
enhance confidence, inculcate pa-
triotism and nationalism, galva-
nize national unity and increase
the quantum of happiness among
Guyanese.

. To enhance primary hea-
Ith care especially to the hinter-
land areas with specific emphasis
on Amerindian villages and other
settlements not readily accessible.

. Enhancing ~ compulsory
basic education especially to the
hinterland areas with specific em-
phasis on Amerindian villages
and other settlements not readily
accessible.

. To sponsor scientific re-
search for technological develop-
ment in agriculture, mining and
tropical diseases affecting Guy-
ana;

. To undertake any other ac-
tivities or programs that would
usher in positive change for the
lasting benefit of all Guyanese.



As a nation we have come to the
crossroad of our future and that
of our future generations. This is
a significant time, a turning point,
and we are here because most of
our citizens are disillusioned.

Disillusioned, not because of what
we have become as a nation, but
because we know where we should
be as a country. Our failed econo-
my gives Guyana a unique chance
to confront persistent challenges
and the many Constitutional and
structural defects in our Consti-
tution. Our country, after five de-
cades of purposeless drift, Guyana
must now set itself to the import-
ant tasks and higher goals of facing
up to the painful truth; to correct
Constitutional and structural im-
balances; to remove Government
erected barriers against self-reli-
ance and allow economic eman-
cipation for all; to replace a strug-
gling economy with a vibrant and
progress economy; without which
development will continue to elude
us as a people and a nation.

The United Republican Party
(URP) vision is to remove
all persons and
political per-
suasions
who

has cultivated, grow and continue to
nurture this culture. The Party plat-
form is to present to all Guyanese a
vision for a Modern and Safe Guy-
ana. Ensuring all people of this coun-
try have a chance to live comfortable.
The URP is certain this reflects the
views of countless Guyanese all across
our country, who believe in Politics
with Ethics; Religion with Tolerance;
Action with Sympathy and Empathy;
and Science with Spirituality.

This platform makes it clear that we
are the party that is willing to put par-
tisan politics, racism, social and cul-
tural differences aside, and concen-
trate on our country’s development.
We are the party that follows its bold
words with bold deeds. A party you
can believe and a party that puts God
first.

The URP has a special calling — to
advance the principles of freedom,
dismantle governance that has raped
our country and the dignity and
worth of every individual. By so do-

ing the URP believes these princi-
ples form the foundation of both
an agenda for Guyana over the
next five years and the platform for
our party. They point us toward re-
formsin government, a restoration
of lost values, and a renewal of our
National Motto — One People, One
Nation and One Destiny.

Our party is aware of the chal-
lenges facing our country. After
decades of bitter division in na-
tional politics, economic wealth
and racism, our party will bring
people together, using the very
things that divide us as a powerful
force for unity, healthy competi-
tion and development, call-ing all
citizens to common goals in terms
of a party that will ensure we lead
a government that is all inclusive,
where economic wealth is equita-
bly distributed, and where we can
move away from identifying each
other my ethnicity rather than by
nationality. To longstanding chal-
lenges the URP bring a modern
perspective and original ideas. All
this pillared on a bold Economic
Stimulus Program (ESP), which
will encapsulate a Pov-
erty Eradication
Program



The United Republican Party
(URP) would be dedicated and
committed once elected as the
new government of the May 11,
2015 General Elections. As the
government of the Cooperative
Republic of Guyana the URP
will institute policies designed to
bring relief to the economy and to
assist in eradicating poverty. The
main purpose of the proposed
economic  stimulus  package
will be to encourage consumer
spending and gradually increas-
ing the standard of living of all
Guyanese. We at URP believe
with increase consumers spend-
ing on locally produced goods
and services, stimulation and en-
couragement of industrialization
will emerge in an attempt to sup-
ply the increase in demand for
goods and services; this would
result in creating new and explo-
sive employment opportunities,
hence recession can be reversed.
The Economic Stimulus Package
(ESP) for Guyana will be tabled
after elections in the 11th Par-
8 liament by the United Republi-

et
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EconoMmic
STiMULUS PROGRAM

can Party (URP). The package will
be designed with the intention to
quickly jump-start Guyanas eco-
nomic growth, create thousands of
new jobs, with an aim of offering
relief to the thousands of youths
currently unemployed

The need for the Economic Stimu-
lus Package (ESP)

The plan’s main purpose is to put
Guyanese back to work; to stem the
destruction of the fabric of Guyana
social infrastructure; and to instill
the confidence needed by local and
foreign investors and the Guya-
nese public to restore and catalyze
economic growth; and recovery in
Guyana.

The URP’s biggest challenge will
be to ensure systems are in place
to safeguard the working of the
program. As such a Poverty Erad-
ication Secretariat (PEPS) will be
established.

URP’s Economic Action Plan will:
o Make investments to assist the
wide cross section of youths cur-

rently unemployed in gaining
much needed technical and vo-
cational skills and experience.

« Initiate projects to better con-
nect workers over the age of 50
to potential employers. There are
lots of already trained persons
who are currently unemployed or
under employed who need jobs
that will fully utilize their skills.

« Invest to enable more Guyanese
with disabilities to obtain work
experience with small and medi-
um-sized businesses.

o Support small and medi-
um-sized businesses and their
workers by making loans and
training, respectively, available.

« Subsidizing professional skilled
workers for Small and Medium
sized businesses to ensure they
are profitable.

« Promote job creation by initiat-
ing and supporting the involve-
ment of small and medium-sized
enterprises in the execution de-
velopmental infrastructure of the

Continued on next page»



capital city and other major towns
across the country; investing in
transportation infrastructure, in-
cluding a major roads to strategic
parts of the country; development
and maintenance of ports; and
providing funding for communi-
ty public infrastructure facilities.

BENEFITS OF PEP TO FAMI-
LIES

The Economic Stimulus Pro-
gram for Guyana will bring re-
lief to families in the following
areas with income not exceeding
GY$100,000.00. The income will
be assessed based on single par-
ent families or families with com-
bined income of GY$100,000.00.
Direct Poverty Relief to every
household will accrue based on
eligibility for the provision ca-
tered for in the Poverty Eradica-
tion Package offered under the
various specified areas.

SPECIFIED AREAS UNDER
PEP

. Monthly subsidy on pur-
chase of products and Services
produced locally. These products
will be specifically classified to
include basic food supplies in-
cluding items such as rice, sugar,
flour, milk, cooking oil, specif-
ic quantity of chicken/beef/fish
- Specifically intended to relief
poverty and to jump start growth
and expansion in manufacturing,
packaging and labelling, canning
and the bottling industries.

. Monthly aid for infants
(Birth to Two years) on supplies
including pampers, baby milk,
and other products associated
with nutrition for babies - offer-

ing relief to single mothers.
. Subsidy for students attend-
ing University of Guyana for -
helping University of Guyana (UG)
students to pay for their education.
This will also provide the Univer-
sity of Guyana administration with
the necessary funds to pay lectur-
ers improved salaries and rehabili-
tate the campuses.
. Yearly tax refunds on mort-
gage payment for families with in-
comenotexceeding GY$100,000.00
- widening the spectrum of oppor-
tunity for Middle and Lower Class
Guyanese to own their own homes.
Guyanese will benefit from this re-
lief for the next three years. This tax
rebate will be paid out yearly when
Tax Returns are filed.
. Uniform and Material Sup-
plies for Pre and Nursery school
children to purchase school sup-
plies
. Uniform and Material Sup-
plies for Primary School Students
Uniform and Material Sup-
plies for Secondary school student
Unemployment benefits

For persons who are unemployed
at the start of the program, un-
employment benefits will be of-
fered under the above category
for persons who qualify for three
months once they are registered
with the Ministry of Labour Un-
employment Programme and are
receiving training in a recom-
mended area to secure employ-
ment. These benefits will be for
three (3) months after which it is
expected the beneficiary will se-
cure employment.

MANUFACTURING & SER-
VICES

Loans will be made available un-
der a special Small and Medium
scale industry programme. This
will be aimed to create jobs.

. Increase of old age pen-
sion and payments towards bet-
ter health care for the elderly.

. Road, Bridges and Sea-De-
fence Upgrade - creating jobs
Administration of the Pro-
gramme

Continued on next page»
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The URP’s biggest challenge
will be to ensure systems are in
place to safeguard the working of
the program. As such a Poverty
Eradication Secretariat (PEPS)
will be established.

PEPS will be responsible for the
execution of the programme in
conjunction with all other stake
holders such as the Ministry of
Finance and Economic Devel-
opment; The Guyana Revenue
Authority, The Ministry of Hu-
man Services, The Ministry of
Labour, Ministry of Education,

Non-Govern- 3 mental Or-

ganizations (NGO)
and a wide cross-sec-
tion of faith based orga-

PEPS will be directly responsible
for the implementation and execu-
tion of the day to day administra-
tion of the programme.

CATEGORY OF WORKERS EX-
PECTED TO BENEFIT

PEP is intended to benefit the fol-
lowing workers: Cane Cutters,
Sugar Workers, The Police Force,
Guyana Defence Force, Teach-
ers, Nurses, Firemen / Women,
and Prison Officers, Public Service
workers, Private sector workers,

Rice Farmers and others.

QUALIFICATION FOR PEP
To quality for the + WP EP
programme the |

Guyana you are eligible to re-
ceive poverty relief.

. If you are unemployed
and you are registered with the
unemployment office and is re-
ceiving training /retraining

. Once you have a TIN #
from the GRA

. Every member of the
house hold must be attending
school, must be gainfully em-

ployed, or registered o
f or ~unem-
- ployment/
; s
i, .
o 1 d{ 2™
a g e
pensioner.
. Once

following ~ must e
tulfilled:
. Once you |

are acitizen of
Guyana, living
and working

you are not

working -

for a salary exceeding
GY$100,000.00



The Guyana economy has numerous
challenges. Unemployment is conser-
vatively put at the highest in our coun-
try’s history. Inflation has runaway
into hundreds of percent. The Guyana
currency needs to regain ground as it
keeps slipping almost without worth
domestically and internationally.

The framework for a Modern and Safe
Guyana Economy must be set against
a backdrop that brings hope and op-
portunities; a framework that reform
the tax code, restructure the society
to allow for wealth creation at all lev-
els, eliminate government barriers to
self-reliance, eliminate constitutional
defects that stop us from borrowing
and allowing us to create foreign ex-
change; decentralize infrastructure
delivery to empower local solutions
to local problems, decentralize law
enforcement to achieve lasting and
enduring internal security, institu-
tionalize a government where work
is the order of the day and unemploy-
ment is a thing of the past. The result
would be tremendous growth within
the URP’s first Term.

TAXES AND VAT:
A government can be defined as an
entity that taxes and spends, under
a URP Modern and Safe Guyana
growing our economy must see less
of Government and more of the pri-
vate business community. The URP is
committed to the economics of inclu-
sion, a set of tax reforms that engen-
ders self-supporting principles, and
one that will let people keep
more of what they earn and

i

accelerate N .

2 = -

movement .
up the op-
portunity ladder.
The URP therefore endorses the prin-

=
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ciples of Tax with a Purpose - Replac-
ing the nation’s unfair tax system with
a simple code with a better sliding
scale that allows the Middle and lower
class to really enjoy benefits. As such
under the Tax Code for a Modern and
Safe Guyana, the URP will level the
playing field, giving the Middle Class
more tax breaks, while setting the
ground for an increase Middle Class
and the shrinking of the Lower Class.
In a true democracy the Middle Class
is the engine of growth. As such a re-
vamped Middle Class under the URP
will allow our economy to once again
grow, as more citizens will contribute
in a more tangible way to the tax sys-
tem.

Our growth oriented tax code will be
the engine to lasting economic boom,
and shall be used to:

. Encourage entrepreneurship
and targeted growth of the private
sector.

. Promote Research and Devel-
opment.
. Pro- ote charitable

¥ giving
: and
ed-

uca-
tion. "
. Foster 2 capital

investment fand savings to boost
personal sav- { ings rate.
-

o
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This is more than just an econom-
ic programme to promote growth
and job creation. It is our blueprint
for the kind of society we want for
our children and grandchildren.
Income taxes and payroll taxes are
the most obvious parts of the pub-
lic’s tax burden directly tied to gov-
ernment. This is the type of taxa-
tion that should be encouraged in
order to foster public scrutiny and
government accountability. Indi-
rect taxes, such as Sales Taxes, Val-
ue-Added Taxes, Excise Taxes
and User Fees will be reviewed
and made comfortable. These
kinds of taxes shift the burden
to the consumer, while exempt-
ing government from direct re-
sponsibility. Unpopular govern-
ments use these taxes to shift
public resentment to the busi-
nesses that are forced to collect
them.

Under a URP Government the
Middle and Lower Class work-
ers will begin to receive returns
on what they have invested in.
They will receive the following:
Yearly tax rebates on timely sub-
mission of tax returns
Yearly rebates on Mortgage Pay-
ments, this will work as an in-
centive and an encouragement
to persons who own homes.

A URP lead Government will
not lobby for a reduction of VAT,
but will use the proceeds of a
better regulated VAT collection
system to support its Econom-
ic Stimulus Programme
which is intended to
ensure ev-
ery Guy-
anese enjoy the
fruits of a Modern

~and Safe Guyana.



Every Guyanese dream is to own a
home. Homeownership is sited as
a major pillar in the drive by the
URP to create a Modern and Safe

Guyana. Where every family has
access to facilities such as mort-
gage and loan advances to build
their home. This is central to an
expanding economy. The United
Republican Party (URP) wants
to make homeownership more
accessible for everyone. This will
start with access to capital for en-
trepreneurs and access to credit for
consumers. To sustain econom-
ic growth, the URP Government
will commit to assist thousands of
low- income families move from
renting to owning their homes via
a Poverty Eradication Program
(PEP) encapsulate in an Eco-
nomic Stimulus Program. A URP
government will guarantees and
affordable low interest long- .
term '

FomE Dwnerswie-

mortgage loans to families un-
der PEP. These mechanisms will
be intended to open up more
housing opportunities. URP will
look for solutions to homeown-
ership, where the monthly rent of
the household is enough to pay
monthly mortgage for a home.

Affordable housing is in
the national interest. A balanced
national housing policy must rec-
ognize that decent housing in-
cludes apartments, and addresses
the needs of all citizens, including
families paying rent.

URP will encourage local
communities to take over dor-
mant government housing proj-

ects in Or-.--.-

der to revitalize such projects. URP
commits to open housing, without
favoritism, quotas or lengthy bu-
reaucratic controls, and we will
encourage proactive efforts by the
realty and housing industries to
assure affordable access for every-
one.

In many areas, housing pric-
es are higher than they need to be
because of regulations that have
not been revived for years, drive
up property and building costs.
Some regulation is of course nec-
essary, and so is sensible zoning.
The URP will empower The Mu-
nicipals and local Government
to work with local builders and
lenders to eliminate unnecessary
burdens that price many families
out of the market. We also en-
courage the modification of re-
strictions that
inhibit the
g rehabil-
“itation
of exist-
ing dis-

o
o




We affirm that the small business
is where prosperity starts. This is
the stalls/store in the marketplace,
the corner shops, and neighbor-
hood centers. Small businesses are
the underlying pillar of a vibrant
economy. It is the place where
the man on the street creates and
sustains his wealth. If the small
business is successful, the econo-
my will follow. If it fails, the larger
economy fails as well. Small busi-
nesses create most of the jobs and
they are a measure of the opportu-
nities within the community. They
are the primary engines of eco-
nomic advance by the Guyanese
trader, man or woman. The more
entrants to this sector, the more
success in the nation’s economy.
The macro economy is not
isolated from the micro econo-
mies. The summation of the mi-
cro economies equals the mac-
ro economy. It stands to reason
that once the people’s business-
es grow, so goes the country’s
economy. Therefore, Govern-
ment effort should be to devel-
op and implement policies that
support the growth of the trad-
er in the marketplace. This is a
key ingredient to unleash sus-
tainable = economic  growth.
In a dynamic and enduring
economy,
small busi-
nesses gen-
erate more
than half the
gross  do-

IT'S GOING

Small Business:

mestic product. Any other equa-
tion is a mirage. Inherent in a
small business is the willingness
to give people a chance and the
ability to train individuals new to
the work force. These are pre-req-
uisites to a workfare economy.

In recognition thereof, we
will provide initiatives, such as
lower tax rates, minimum red
tape, limited legal and product
liability, and the aggressive ex-
pansion of regional and over-
seas markets for their goods and
services. We will end the con-
stant harassment of small busi-
nesses by government agen-
cies and set up a Small Business
Regulatory Enforcement Fair-
ness Board to liaise with trade
unions and organizations in or-
der to protect the small business
from corrupt and overzealous
government agencies, requir-
ing the government and Local
Governments to do the same.

Ensuring contribution to the Na-
tional Insurance Scheme (NIS) is
a major challenge for small busi-
ness owners. Self-employed busi-
ness men and women or workers
employed by small businesses are
general difficult to collect NIS. This
is one area that government must
focus to implement private sector
cooperative initiatives to ensure
small businesses nationwide have
mechanism in place to pay NIS
and to collect income taxes.




TRADE
MobDERNISED EcONOMIC FREEDOM:

International trade has become the world’s most powerful economic force. International trade is not the creation of
the world’s rulers, but of the world’s peoples, who strife for a better future and break down any barriers governments
may erect to it. The result is today’s global econ - omy of open_markets in democratic nations. That sys-
tem is poised to sweep away the vestiges of coun- t er- pro- qductlve protectionism.

For our economy to grow, we must@overcomex sthe welfare mentality that keeps us ‘
imprisoned in a few export products, example Rice, Sug- & and Gold/Diamond.
which constitute almost our entire economy Guyana * %, c a
be a key player in the international market for a inanber of#

_411'.3
"I

lies. A URP
words. In general,

agro-based products. This is where our strength
lead Government commit to a call for action, not mére . "

average wages in export-related industries are signifi- cantly higher than

those of domestically focused industries. As for ag- riculture, expanding

« {urning Guyana to the true position

£

exports is the key to regaining what was lost and re-
of the food basket of the Caribbean and the world.

This must be measured. All agro-based gov- #* . ernmentagencies ™, will be placed
under the umbrella of the Guyana Mar- ' keting Cor-F. : poration and
will be reformed into ; _ export-oriented  aggressive c o m -ycerns, with spe-
cific product : ~ strength set by regional location. There is no ~,:Point in spending

lots government money for decades. i ns  agencies that

do not produce anything, but hide under the ’ pretext
of being research facilities. Success should be measured by the  c*a pacity
of such cies to meet their specific product quotas for export‘ or lo-

: consumption. Non-perf@#ff o r m -

agencies will be re-assessed, reformed or reformed for effectiveness.
We should go back to the agricultural cooperatives of old, us-
ing the agro-based agencies as clearing houses for pre- harvest and
post-harvest support and resources for the local farmer and the cooperatives. New
ideas in small and low cost mechanization will be developed and directed to the local farmer.
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TECHNOL%GY

AND THE MODERN ECONOMY

Governments do not create wealth. The people do - through creativity and enterprise and risk-tak-
ing. With information technology, people in bondage can taste freedom, and people in freedom can
bond more securely with each other. People who used to work for others can now be independent
entrepreneurs. And citizens can drill through layers of entrenched bureaucracy to directly access
information and transact business.

URP has embraced this mental Modernization concept, for it advances the central values of
our party and our country: a reduced role for the central government, greater personal liberty, eco-
nomic freedom, reliance on the market and decentralized decision making. This is the national rev-
olution — rewarding creativity, hard work, tenacity, and a willingness to take (entrepreneur) risks.

The URP recognizes that the role of government in a Modern Economy is to foster an envi-
ronment where innovation can flourish. The Information Revolution is the product of the creative
efforts and hard work of men and women in the private sector, and not of government bureaucrats.
At the same time, we recognize the magnitude and pace of change require vigilance to make the most
of its opportunities and to mitigate its possible difficulties. For what we have experienced thus far is
surely only the beginning of almost inconceivable growth, change, and more change. Let others be
fearful in the face of it, but let our country grasp the opportunity and
join the brave.

The impact of the nternet on the daily work-

ings of government to
citizen-centered is an im-

ake it more responsive and
ortant aspect of laying the

platform for a modern al nd safe Guyana. Democ-
racy thrives on well-in- 4 = ormed citizens,
and with this initiative ik e the public
will have unprecedent / . d access ' FLA1
to the workings of gov- : = ernment,
in cluding the voting recorde -
o f their legis- [} g
la- tive mem - ¥ I
' \ bers and . 1
| ' ﬁxt*_h ‘Q the }_;ffﬂ,l}f | :
i A \\ N ;:u;:;; %5 .
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ions of judges, whose decisions will now be available for review in the court of public opinion.
We commit to global markets and free trade.

We must cultivate and maintain a highly educated work force so that continued progress
need not depend on imported personnel. Instead of burdening schools with red tape and narrow
government programs, we will give them maximum flexibility in using Government/state educa-
tion technology dollars to meet their specific needs — whether it be for computers, teacher train-
ing, software development, or systems integration.

We must speed up the research and innovation that drive technological progress, using the
military as a key vehicle to achieve the same.

We must protect the technology industry from modern day pirates at home and abroad:
both those who violate copyrights and those who loot by litigation.

We must restrain the hand of government so that it cannot smother or slow the growth of
worldwide commerce and communication through the Internet.

We must encourage government at all levels to work with the private sector to ensure that
the Internet must be a medium for everyone. URP embraces a creative, incentive-based, public/
private approach to solving national technology problems, and a URP president will use the influ-
ence of his office to urge high-tech philanthropy, such as the creation of one community technol-

ogy center every year in each Administrative area. The centers will provide such services as free
Internet access and technology skills training.

Government also has a responsibility to protect personal privacy, which is the single great-
est concern people have about the Information Revolution. Citizens must have the confidence
that their personal privacy will be respected in the use of technology by both business and gov-
ernment. That privacy is an essential part of our personal freedom and our family life, and it must
not be sacrificed in the name of progress. At the same time, consumers should have the benefit of
new products, services, and treatments that result from the legitimate use of data with appropriate
safeguards.



Pillar 8

Under the United
Republican  Party
(URP) leadership,
a Modern and Safe
Guyana will move
away from irre-
sponsible and de-
structive  culture
that has impacted
our education sys-
tem for much too
long. Guyana has
been able to gain
grounds at the
Nursery and the
Primary levels. It
is at the Secondary
level we are failing.
This system needs
to be strengthened.

We must
understand that a
good and civil soci-
ety cannot be devel-
oped only by gov-
ernment programs
but must originate
in our homes, in
our neighbor-
hoods, and in the
private institutions
that bring us togeth-
er. The URP calls for
personal responsi-
bility and commu-
nity vigilance across
the board, a culture
that  concentrates
on only one faction
of its citizenry in

7 < 'S
EDUCATION

LEAVE No CHILD BEHIND

terms of develop-
ment cannot excel.
Proper  achieve-
ment can only be
made if it is dome
in a holistic man-
ner.

The URP co-
mmit to the endur-
ing principle that
challenges ought to
be approached with
compassion to evolve
a society where ev-
eryone has a respon-
sibility to follow the
rules, but no one
would be left behind.
Real Education Im-
provement:  Ac-
countability & Em-
powering Parents
No child in Guy-
ana should be
segregated by low
expectations, im-
prisoned by illiter-

acy or abandoned
to frustration and
the darkness of self-
doubt.

We have to
ask the question, “Are
our schools Dbetter
off today than they
were in the past?” At
a time of remark-
able change, when
a world of opportu-
nity awaits students
who are prepared for
it, Guyana colleges
and universities are
offering  remedial
courses and Guyana
businesses are un-
able to find enough
qualified or trainable
workers to meetlocal
demand. Worst of
all, so many of our
children, Guyana’s
most precious asset,
are headed toward

failure in school,
and that will hold
them back through-
out their lives. The
United  Republi-
can Party desires
a better result. We
believe that every
child in this land
should have access
to a high quality,
indeed, a world-
class education, and
were determined to
meet that goal.

It is long past time
to debate what
works in education,
for our schools to
survive we need
a collective effort
from all stake-
holders including
strong parental in-
volvement.

S Excellent
teachers.

. Safe and or-
derly classrooms.
. High aca-
demic standards.
. Commit-
ment to teaching
the basics — from
an early start in
phonics to mastery
of computer tech-
nology.
Government pro-
grams that fail to
support these fun-
damental  princi-
ples are sadly out
of date, out of sync,
and if not corrected
soon, out of time.
For dramatic
and swift improve-
ment in education,
we, at the URP, en-
dorse the following
principles to:
. Raiseacadem-
ic standards through
increased local con-
trol and accountabili-
ty to parents
. Putting ~ Sys-
tems in place to en-
sure that every child
who is promoted
without the required
academic  achieve-
ment receive after

Continued on next page»
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school teaching.

. Ensure that all children learn to read by introducing and encouraging nationwide “Ear-
ly Start Program” for pre-school children and by facilitating state reading initiatives that focus
on scientifically based reading research, including phonics.

Nothing is more important than literacy, and yet many children have trouble reading.
This problem must be addressed at all grade levels. And as is so often the case in education,
the solution is parent and child working together with teachers to help break a cycle of illiter-
acy that may have extended from generation to generation. URP wants to replace that pattern
with the rich legacy of reading.

The education and achievement gap between disadvantaged children and their peers
are ever So wide, since
no  previous government
made any se- rious or
credible effort to integrate

them into the mainstream
education strata. The United
Republication Party hereby
commits to pro- _ . grammes and
reforms, based [Eaiks. SRIESaS i : 8L~ on the time-
less principles of ; ' : local control,
with  account- =% - . ability, paren-
tal involvement, : - and mean-
ingful  student L achievement,
to rectify the tragic  fiscal
and human loss. “To this end,

the government shall assume a special financial responsibility to advance the education of the dis-
advantaged children. We cannot allow nor afford another generation of children to be written
off.

Qualified teachers are the vanguard of education reform. With mastery of their sub-
jects, a contagious enthusiasm for learning, and a heartfelt commitment to their students,
they can make any school great. That is why we advocate quality pay for them and expand-
ed opportunities for professional development. Today, however, many teachers face poverty
and disrespect in their profession. We advocate a zero-tolerance policy toward all students
who disrupt the classroom and we reaffirm that school officials must have the right and re-
sponsibility to appropriately discipline all students within the confines of the United Nations
Charter for the protection of the child — which Guyana is a signatory to, including students

Continued on next page»



with disabilities, who are disruptive or violent. Toward the same end, we will encourage
faith- based and community organizations to take leading roles in after-school programs
that build character and improve behavior. We propose to improve teacher training and
recruiting by introducing Retiree-to-Teachers programs, which places retired military and
Public Service personnel of good standing in the classroom, and by rewarding regions that
enact a system for teacher accountability.

We will introduce interest free long-term teacher student loan programs to encour-
age qualified candidates into the profession and home grant programs to encourage qual-
ified teachers to serve in high-need schools. As a matter of fairness, we will look for ways
to help defray out-of-pocket teaching expenses, which many good teachers in private and
public schools make to the benefit of their students.

A URP government will require that Government provide free and appropriate education
to all students with special needs (disabilities)and fund their schooling at higher levels.
In return, the government will de-, ~ + Lﬂ 12 fray a percent of the average per
pupil expenditure to cover the 5’ Ly PN u.,{ xcess costs. We will strive to
& 1
r ) WY

{Ir,;

-

promote the early diagno-y ¥ I|| J'I Yy ssis of learning deficiencies.
Preventive efforts in early childhood should
reduce the demand for—_ special education and

help many youn'g-_i: . Jsters move beyond
the need for special e — ™ protections.
In the final

i,

analysis, educationy -
right and responsi- .
choice in education, ,L
theory, but as the surest
low-income families, to free™7 7 7
schools and put them onto the road
Higher Education: Increased Ac-
One of the most important education ob-
is to make available the opportunity for
eryone. As such more private institutions

t.

L o

i

S

"..'

B .
: = "remains a parental

bility. We advocate
' not as an abstract
- way for families, especially
their youngsters from failing
to opportunity and success.

cess for All

jectives of the United Republication Party
post-secondary education to virtually ev-
of higher learning will be encouraged. Let

T

the institutions make decisions regard- ing admission, curriculum, grading and
graduation, with guidelines, checks and@#§Ibalances against abuse provided by the
governments. The ultimate goal of the na-  tion should be to have, at a minimum, one

post-secondary institution in each sl Region in the country supported by
a combination of local, resources through student loans and grants tied to specific achieve-
ments. The institutions should derive their resources through student fees and levies. In

Continued on next page» 19



turn, the students utilize private resources, government matched education
savings account or achievement based student loans or grants to fund their
education. This is the recipe to join the best higher education systems in the
world, where achievement counts more than money or social status. Let the
schools that cater for the needs of the society and make themselves relevant in
the Guyana marketplace survives. Herein lies the solution to functional ter-
tiary education. The challenges we face today, in the technological revolution
and in the global economy, require us to continue to expand the extent and
excellence of higher education.

This is why we commit to programmes that increase access to higher educa-
tion for qualified students.




A Modern &
Guyana: Se
All at the
Table

Guyana ly be
successful when it is
able to offer a real-
istic shot at a better
life; when poverty
becomes just a stage,
not a fate; when any-
one can ascend the
ladder and transcend
the shackles of birth;
when it provides hope.

URP wants
to expand opportu-
nity rather than ex-
pand  government.
We want to give hope
and real upward mo-
bility to those who
have never known
either. It is clear that
the neo-conservative
order of ultra-central-
ization has collapsed
in abject failure, rid-
dled with corruption,
gross inefficiency and
class segregation, fail-
ing in its entirety to
serve the people, the
poor and the masses.

&\

The time is here to act, to
bring hope, to expand op-
portunity. Our vision is
to actualize innovative re-
forms to successfully move
families and governments
from dependency to the in-
dependence of work and
wealth creation. It won't
be easy, but the results will
surely worth the effort.

Increase the supply
of affordable housing for
low-income working fam-
ilies and rehabilitate aban-
doned housing through a
mix of local and govern-
ment partnership initiatives.
Establish  corporate  tax
credits to create incentives
for the private sector to
provide affordable hous-
ing to qualified employees.
Build savings and person-
al wealth through Indi-
vidual Development Ac-
counts, in  partnership
with banks, to accelerate

F N

4

the savings of low-income
earners for home owner-
ship and other targeted in-
dividual development goals.

For many individ-
uals, poverty signals more
than the lack of money. It
often represents obstacles
that cannot be overcome
with just a paycheck. These
are the challenging cases,
where government aid is
least effective. These, too,
are the situations where
neighborhood and faith-
based intervention has its
greatest power. For this rea-
son, the URP shall mandat-
ed charitable choice in all
welfare laws, allowing states
to contract with faith-based
providers for welfare ser-
vices on the same basis as
any other private provid-
ers. This is necessary to help
conquer suicide, abuse, ad-
diction, and hopelessness.

URP will encourage

uring of giving by ex-
tending charity tax credits to
individual and corporate tax-
payers and by allowing people
to make donations tax-free.

The renewal of entire
communities is a tremendous
task and involves one hu-
man face, one human heart
at a time. But the Guyanese
people have the potential to
work wonders. Government
does have a role to play, but
as a partner, not a rival. These
forces have roots in the areas
they serve, and their leaders
are people to whom the dis-
advantaged are not statistics,
but family, neighbors, friends,
and moral individuals cre-
ated in the image of God.
With these approaches gov-
ernment becomes a partner
with community and faith-
based providers in support-
ing families and children and
helping them improve their
opportunities for a better life.
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Pillar 10

URP recognizes the
importance of a func-
tional home in the
life of any child. The
family still provides
the best environment
of stability, disci-
pline, responsibility,
and character. Docu-
mentation shows that
where the father is
delinquent, children
are more likely to
commit crime, drop
out of school, become
violent, become teen
parents, take illegal
drugs, become mired
in poverty, or have
emotional or behav-
ioral problems.

The participa-
tion of faith-based and
community  groups
will be especially im-
portant in dealing
with the twin prob-
lems of non-marital
pregnancy and sub-
stance abuse. Reduc-
ing those behaviours
is the surest way to

end the cycle of child
poverty.  After-school
programs should be
fully open to the com-
munity and faith-based
groups that know best
how to reach out to our
children and help them
reach their true poten-
tial.

URP recogniz-
es that children often
pay the highest price
in families where drug
addiction and the dai-
ly reality of violence
exist. We will support
programmes to remedy
such problems through
a mix of governmental
and faith-based initia-
tives.

Still, there is no
substitute for presiden-
tial leadership, whether
internationally or here
at home, _w here
Guy -3

C'-.-, By

e

anas families cry out
for safe, drug-free, and
functional schools. A
URP president will
hear those cries and
work with parents to
protect children. We
will bring accountabil-
ity to anti-drug pro-
grammes, promote
those that work, and
cease undoing for those
that waste resources.
Equally important, in
a URP administration,
trafficking or using il-
legal drugs laws will be
enforced to aggressive-
ly pursue drug dealers,
from the kingpins to
the street dealers.
Illegal  drugs
and alcohol abuse are
closely related to the
incidence of child

Children at Risk

ment will initiate pro-
grams to help both
children and adults
in abusive or neglect-
ful families, with pri-
orities on preventive
and family support
services. We must in-
troduce a functional
child protection sys-
tem, with accountabil-
ity, to oversee willful
or accidental neglect,
ranging from physi-
cal and psychological
abuse to commercial
exploitation of the
Guyanese child. URP
believes that any child
ought to be in school
rather than being used
for commercial benefit
or any other enterprise
during normal school
seasons.

For many of
those children, adop-
tio may

b e

only route to a sta-
ble and loving home.
Government at all
levels should work
with the charita-
ble and faith-based
groups that provide
adoption services to
remove the obsta-
cles they sometimes
encounter in their
efforts to unite chil-
dren in need with
families who need
them.

We call for
government and lo-
cal efforts to help the
many children of pris-
oners through pre-
schools, mentoring,
and family rebuilding
programmes. These
children are often the
ignored victims of
crime. Early interven-
tion in their plight is
essential to reduce the
cycle of violence and
to save a child. We
should be tough on
criminals but com-
passionate  towards
their
childre




Pillar 11:

Individual rights —
and the responsi-
bilities that go with
them — are the
foundation of a free
society. In protect-
ing those rights, and
in asserting those
responsibilities, we

afirm the com-
~.mon good and
' common goals
. that  should

% unite  all

Guya-

nese.

ment [
= 1’-"

'RENEWING FAMILY AND

[

We are the party
of the open door,
determined to
strengthen the
cultural,
and political ties
that bind us to-
gether and make
our country a

social,

great force for
good in Guyana
andbeyond. &
Steadfast

in our®

COMMUNITY
our ideals, we ing positions.
recognize that We commit to

members of our
party can have
deeply held and
sometimes  dif-
fering  views.
This
sity is a

source of
strength,

di- ver-

L not a sign of
~ weakness, and

so we wel-

com -

mit-

come into

our ranks

helds differ-

A

all who may

resolve our dif-
ferences with ci-
vility, trust, and

mutual respect.




FAMILY MATTERS:
The family is society’s central
core of energy. That is why ef-
forts to strengthen and better
family life are the surest way
to improve life for everyone.
We must rely on the home to
instill the virtues that sustain
democracy itself.

Just as environmental
pollution affects our physical
health, so too does the pollu-
tion of our culture affect the
health of our communities.
There is much to celebrate
in contemporary culture, but
also much to deplore: The
glorification of violence, the
glamorizing of drugs, the
abuse of women and children,
whether in music or videos,
advertising, or tabloid joun

n —ad\*/ Y W

nalism. URP Government
will support and encourage
individuals and organizations
using their power as citizens
and consumers to advance
cultural modernization in all
aspects of the Guyanese life.
Their efforts will be
critically important in this
Information Age, which, with
all its tremendous benefits,
brings a major challenge to
families. When there are re-
ports that porn sites are the

y

most frequently accessed on
the Internet, it is time for par-
ents at home — and commu-
nities through their public
institutions — to take action.
We will endorse legislation
to require schools and librar-
ies to secure their comput-
ers against on-line porn and
predators if they are connect-
ed to the Internet. This is not
a question of free speech or
freedom of association. Kids
should not be victims of filth,
and porn addicts should not
use school library facilities
for their addiction. Although
Guyana is yet to join the in-
formation revolution, now is
the time to act, not when it is
too late.



UPHOLDING THE RIGHTS OF ALL:

Equality of individuals be-
fore the law has always been
a cornerstone of our party.
We therefore oppose dis-
crimination based on sex,
race, age, religion, creed,
disability, ethnicity or na-
tional origin and will vigor-
ously enforce anti- discrim-

ination statutes. As we “J,r

strive to forge a nation- £#58
al consensus on the 4
crucial issues of our
time, we call on all §
Guyanese to reject
the forces of hatred *
and bigotry. Accord-

ingly, we denounce all '?""-.,.

who practice or promote
racism, ethnic prejudice,
and religious intolerance.
We believe rights are
inherent in individuals, not
in groups. We will attain
our nations goal of equal
opportunity without favor-
itism, quotas or other
forms of preferential treat-

ment. It is as simple as this:
No one should be denied a
job, promotion, contract, or
chance at higher education
because of their race, ethnic
origin, gender, religion or
disability. Equal access, en-

ergetically offered, should
guarantee every person a
fair shot based on their po-
tential and merit.

An essential part of a
culture that respects life is
integration and inclusion
of persons with disabilities.
URP will pursue initiatives

_ . in research and practical
= assistance that can help

=

S individuals with disabil-

“ 1 ities live independent-

ly, hold jObS> and take

~ part in the daily life of
¥ their communities.
We affirm the right of
individuals to voluntarily
participate in labour or-
ganizations and to bargain
collectively. We therefore
support the right of gov-
ernments to enact Right-
to-Work laws. No one
should be forced to con-
tribute to a political cam-
paign or a political candi-

date. o



Six Races, One Guyana:

The United Republication Party recognizes that our country’s ethnic diversity must share a common and unique nation-
al culture to transcend the differences that have held us hostage for the past five decades. To benefit from our diversity,
we must strengthen the ties that bind us to one another. We must move away from the ethnic differences such as
Indo and Afro Guyanese. We are One Peo- ple, One Nation, moving towards One Destiny. As such we must re-
fer to ourselves as Guyanese.

A URP lead Government
people nationhood, and as suchi
We must develop the symbols
the National Anthem. We must
symbols of national unity.

Another sign of,
guage. If we must relate
guage to communicate
able to communicate
forsaking our healthy
mon language is vital if
to come together to build a
English should be made a nec-
every Guyanese, we also advocate
other languages to enhance Guy-
competitiveness in the world mar-

will ensure Guyana as a country once again engenders in its
, patriotism must become the hallmark of our very existence.
of nationhood, foremost among them is the flag and
guard against deliberate desecration or disrespect to both

our unity is the role of English as our official lan-
toone another, we musthaveacommonlan-
It is important that every Guyanese be
in that common language, while not
and diverse dialytic heritage. Com-
groups of diverse background have
nation. While fluency in

essary goal to
mastery o f

ana’s
ket.

o

We advocate foreign language train- . ing in our
schools and the fostering of respect for . i \ ~ ' other  languag-
es and cultures throughout our society. : -

We believe that there is ' | . strength in our diversity.

But to realize that strength, | : 4. we must harness the good
rather than the evil in- g : p, [ o S SN, A A ‘herent in our differences.
Diversity can be a good : b e foundation for healthy
competition, rather #l ~ than the destructive
and self-serving rival- 11 . ry so commonly
. # e .
employed in our P . e SOClety

today. To reap the
benefits of our
differences, w e
must ed- ucate our-

selves about each other cultures without im-
posing it on each other.

A URP lead  Administra- ¥ tion will ensure constitutional
a nd structural substance to the 10 Admin- istrative Regions, and decentralizing
infra-F structure, wealth creation and law enforcement accordingly, we will unleash healthy geopolitical competition

in thedevelopment of the 10 Administrative Regions, no unit desiring to be left behind. As the Regions develops, so
develops the nation, the central government playing the role of an umpire to ensure that no unit is left too far behind.
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Pillar 15:

Most Guyanese over the
age of forty remember
a time when villages,
towns, streets and high-
ways were safe, doors
maybe unlocked and
windows maybe un-
barred. A time when
high-rise walls and se-
curity wires did not im-
prison us in our homes.
The elderly did not live
in fear and the young did
not die in execution style
murders,  sometimes
perpetrated by the ser-
vice men we dole out tax
payers dollars to secure
us. Kidnapping was un-
heard of, and corruption
was a scorned, shameful
and reprehensible act.
That world is

cial
heaval pro-
voked by
the poverty
now plaguing
our economy,

which

introduced the notion worthy of respect. Most current

that wealth can be at-
tained without enter-

prise and hard work.

We cannot go
back to that time of in-
nocence, but we can go
forward, step by chal-
lenging step

local levels, where it is
universally  acknowl-
edged that the primary
responsibility for law en-
forcement resides. While
= We support commu-
B nity  policing
and other
proven initia-
tives against
crime, we

" that respon-
sibility by the Min-
istry of Home Af-

which
led to the
government

has

of that effort must come of gross insecurity of
at the community and life and property in

our community and
conflict with the regu-
lar policing authority.
Under a URP lead Gov-
ernment, along with
community and local
leaders will take a zero
tolerance approach to
crime, and will be em-
powered under a decen-
tralized law enforcement
structure to implement
crime fighting initia-
tives, with local account-
ability, to drastically
lower crime, assassina-
tion and murder rates in
their sphere of influence.
At the same
time, the

URP rec-
ognizes the cru-
cial leadership role the
President, the National
Assembly and the Judi-
catory should play in re-
storing public safety. The
central leadership, in
cooperation with Com-
munity leaders and lo-
cal officials who are the
front line against crime,
should work within




proper policing jurisdic-
tion, to enact legislation
for an effective deterrent
penalty for offenders,
restitution to victims
of crime or the survi-
vors thereof, removal of
criminal aliens, vigilance
against possible terror-
ism, and the coordina-
tion of services, person-
nel training, equipment
and technology em-
ployed in crime fighting.

The reliance of the
Guyana Police Force on
one central police com-
mand seated at Police
Head Quarters Eve Leary
can never guarantee law
& order in Guyana. In
a country with eighty
three thousand square
miles, the Guyana Police
Force cannot look effec-
tively at policing per per-
son only as a criterion;
rather we must consider
policing in terms of the
volume of square miles
that has to be policed.
This must be done using
the following guidelines:
. The involvement

of huge command and

Sservice air

control logistics that
will eliminate gross in-
efficiency and abuse that
has become the norm.
. To control such
large areas and an al-
ready porous border will
require effective com-
munication and tech-
nological  equipment.
. The expansion of
the marine arm of the
Guyana Police Force to
work with the Guyana
Defence Force Coast
Guard in joint
operations
. T h ¢
Establish-
ment of joint

which

patrol,
will effectively deal with
the massive land mass

that need to be secure.
This has been the

grey area in a seemingly
insurmountable internal
security problem in Guy-
ana. Because of its high-
ly centralized structure,

there is no police pres-
ence in majority of the
villages, towns and hin-
terland in Guyana. Law
enforcement presence is
often limited to Police

Stations or Outposts in
strategic areas, but be-
cause of the erosion of
the social fabric in our
society the enforcement
of law and order requires
a more frontal approach

Guyana
Police force
and to have

combined pa-
trol with

matte

the Guyana Defence
Force. Guyana has a very
unique situation where
80% of the land is occu-
pied by 20% of the pop-
ulation (Hinterland) and
20% of the land is occu-
pied by 80% of the pop-
ulation (Coastal Land)

thereby creating a huge
hiding place across the
country for criminals.
Due to the lack of local
police presence, lots of
villages are affected by
crime and the Ministry
of Home Affairs Com-
munity Policing Group
cannot effectively assist
in the situation work-
ing parallel. As such the
Community  policing
group under a URP lead
Administration will fall
direct under the pre-
view of the Guyana Po-
lice Force Ordinance.
URP  recogniz-
es that Law & Order is
the key to the infusion
of foreign investment,
without which in-
dustrialization and
economic growth
will forever elude Guy-
ana. In order to ensure
sound and sustainable
security in the society,
a URP government will
pursue fundamental re-
structuring of law en-
forcement, as follows:
. National Drug
Strategy Master Plan.




. The Guyana Po-
lice Force Turn Around
Plan.

. Police to oversee
regulations and intensify
investigation of crimes
in the Hinterland areas.
. A URP president
will:

Advance an agenda to
restore the public’s safe-
ty.

. Initiate  produc-
tive work requirements
in prison to make crim-
inals pay for damages re-
sulting from their crim-
inal activities, while also
serving as effective re-
habilitation program for
the convicts.

. Increase penalties
and resources to com-
bat the production, traf-

ficking and use of illegal
drugs.
. Encourage com-

munity-based diversion
programs for first time,
non-violent offend-
ers. Such offenders can
be easily rehabilitated.
Hence, the need to avoid
exposure to seasoned
criminals in convention-

al jails and Prisons
. Reform exclu-

sionary practices, which
allow countless crimi-
nals, particularly white
collar, to get off on tech-
nicalities.

. Advance initia-
tives to protect victims’
rights or the rights of
survivors to victims of
crime, at every stage of
the criminal justice sys-
tem.

. Establish a Na-
tional Sentencing Com-
mission, with few seats
mandated and reserved
for victims of violent
crimes.

Crimes against
women and children de-
mand an emphatic re-
sponse. That is why we
must have a Law requir-
ing local notification
when sex offenders are re-
leased from jail, and why
we advocate special pen-
alties against thugs who,
in assaults against preg-
nant women, harm them
or their unborn children.
Obscenity and child por-
nography laws, especially

crimes involving the In-
ternet, must be reviewed,
updated and vigorously
enforced.

A URP govern-
ment will revisit the
whole area of juvenile
justice system with the
intent to review it, update
and ensure that juveniles
are not bundled with sea-
soned criminals in com-
mon detention facilities.
This is rooted in our belief
that every child of bad or
criminal behavior can be
salvaged. Juvenile crime
demands special atten-
tion. A functional juvenile
justice system must incor-
porate punishment for the
crime committed, open
the criminal proceedings
to victims and the public,
make conviction records
readily available, enforce
accountability for offend-
ers, parents, and judges,
and temper mercy with
justice where appropriate.

Any juvenile who
commits any crime while
carrying a gun should au-
tomatically be detained,
not released to someone’s

custody. URP urges lo-
calities to consider ze-
ro-tolerance for juvenile
drinking and driving and
early intervention to keep
delinquency from escalat-
ing to crime. While rec-
ognizing the important
role of both parents to the
well-being of their chil-
dren, we must acknowl-
edge the critical need for
positive role models for
our children.

With regard to
school safety, URP will en-
courage local school sys-
tems to develop and pub-
licize a single system of
discipline for all students
who commit offenses in-
volving drugs or violence
in school.

Through research,
grants, and joint task
forces, should encourage
smarter, more effective an-
ti-crime efforts. In partic-
ular, The URP advocates
assistance to police for
their personal protection,
continuing education and
training, and family care
of security personnel who
die in the line of duty.



Clamp Down on
Government Corruption

The very foundation for a free society has been under assault for decades un-
der the PPP/C Rule, not only by criminals from the ground up, but also from
the top down. A government that lives by evasion, cover-ups, stonewalling,
corruption and duplicity has given us a totally discredited law enforcement
system. The credibility of those who now manage the nation’s law enforcement
agencies is tragically eroded. The same goes for the credibility of the career
workforce - the criminal prosecutors and their foot soldiers, the rank and file
of the Guyana Police. The politicization of decisions regarding both personnel
and investigations has not helped matters either.




Pillar 17: v

SOCIAL SECURITY & THE ELDERLY:

URP Pledge to Guyana

The National Insurance Scheme (NIS) under a URP lead government would be revamped to
embrace modern technological and improved systems to better benefit contributors. A URP
Government will make the National Security NIS program a national priority. Personal con-
tributions will be the cornerstone of the programme. Each of today’s workers would be given
an opportunity to contribute a direct portion of their payroll taxes to personal investments for
their retirement future. It is crucial that individuals be offered a variety of investment alterna-
tives and that detailed information be provided to each participant to help them judge the risks
and benefits of each plan. This is a challenge that demands the kind of presidential leadership
the country has not seen before.

SECURITY FOR RETIRED GUYANESE

For most Guyanese, retirement means difficulties. URP wants to change this. In today’s econ-
omy, there are far more opportunities for the elderly to have better economic security and av-
enues employment after retirement must be open up to allow for a better life. Retired persons
must be given the opportunity to impart their skills and receive a reward.

nd make it easier for more businesses,
offer pension plans.

The URP will simplify pension laws
especially small ones, to

The growing need for long-
ning both by individuals and
all levels of government, reg-
to human needs in estab-
facilities that has quality
so many other unheralded
heroic sacrifices are be-
care for their moth-,
parents cared for ’
and very Guya-
extended fam-
Guyana econ-
Government will
breaks for families
parents at home, they will
rewarded for this responsibility.
each elderly spouse, parent, or relative a family

term care calls for long-term plan-
by government. We encourage, at
ulatory flexibility and sensitivity
ursing homes and related
‘standards. In this area, as in
ners of the Guyanese life,
ade by many families to
rs Mpand fathers as their
#them. This is good
"\ nese in terms of the
ily. In a Modern
. omy, URP lead
4 _w.encourage further tax
' - who care for their
! be, recognized and
We will encour- age tax credits for
tends to keep in their own residence.




Pillar 18:
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QUALITY HEALTH CARE: A URP COMMITMENT TO ALL

We must re-engineer our health system. This is a national urgency. The URP recognizes that
an individual’s health is often a reflection of the everyday choices made. While government’s role is
to help ensure a quality health care system, only individuals can make healthy choices.

We must acquire and translate the promise of medical research into readily available treat-
ments, and this requires more than just money; it needs a whole new prescription for health care.
That prescription is what the United Republication Party offers in the elections of 2015.

Let’s start with the diagnosis. After five decades of neglect by virtually all the governments of
this country, the foundations of our health care system have collapsed. We must learn how to heal
ourselves.

A URP vision for a healthy Guyana embodies a modern thinking as it relates to all. Over
60% of people living in Guyana are unhealthy. Under a URP government social standards will be
improved as such persons will be able to eat healthier, there will be less stress and less related com-
plications as a result of stress.

There is no doctor-patient relation-
for a functional and effective health care de-

Another key step will be reform of malpractice law. You
termine if one exists at the moment. URP commits to malpra
courage health care provider
for fear of being vilified by,

ship, which is the universal basis

will be hard pressed to de-
tice reforms that will dis-
from concealing mistakes

the trial lawyers. We must open
up the free flow of infor- concerning medical errors, both to protect
patients and to reduce

".” "W cost of modern medicine. Patients who
are  genuinely injured J should be rightly compensated, but the
punitive and random aspects ' of litigation will be restrained. Just as we
hold all health care personnel to L s ' the highest standards, so too must
public policy respect their eth- ical conscience. No individual or

institution should be compelled J to assist in providing any medical
service that violates their moral or religious convictions.

WOMEN’S HEALTH.

In URP, we hold dear the health and vitality of our families. Our efforts to
build healthier families must begin with women — our mothers, daughters, grandmothers and
grand-daughters. This nation needs far greater focus on the needs of women who have historically
been under represented in medical research and access to the proper level of medical attention. We
will reverse this trend.



Across this country, and at all levels of government, we will be at the forefront in aggressively
developing health care initiatives targeted specifically at the needs of women. And we will lead ef-
forts to reach out to under-served and rural and Hinterland female populations, where disparities
persist in life expectancy, infant mortality and death rates from preventable infections and other
illnesses.

We are dedicated to pursuing comprehensive women’s health care initiatives that include ac-
cess to state-of-the-art medical advances and technology; equality for women in the delivery of
health care services
The URP will increasingly focus upon health problems of the very elderly, both women and men.
Because nutrition is intimately related to health, we advocate vigorous government involvement
in flexible nutrition programs for low-income families - the poor, the disabled, children and the
elderly.

This is another failed sector of the dys- -~ functional Guyana health system. The sobering
statistics is that many of our children have died . = Wst decade over preventable
Smoking rates for youth have ris- o . en alarming-
ly, even among young girls, vy *"f‘t..-"' L_J ~ which used
to be unthinkable and -~ /

a decade ago. Birth fa—/ / \ talities are on the rise.
So much of the suffering / ,‘/ - and deaths caused by child-
hood diseases can be prevent- —

by increasing resources for biomedical research; by encouraging low priced
local alternatives to expensive drugs; by encouraging pharmaceutical prog-
real battle against illegal drugs in place; < etc. The URP’s commitment is to address
the emotional, behavioral, and mental illnesses affecting children. With paren-
healthy and the right choice in avoiding risky behaviors involving alcohol, drugs,
premarital sex, tobacco, and violence.

Medical Privacy: The revolution in information and medical technology has
Patients and their families should feel free@to share all medical information with their
doctor, but they will feel safe in doing so “only if that information is protected. A relat-
health care. Well-conceived, thoughtful action is clearly needed, action that will protect and not
harm patients. A URP led government will work with patients, health care providers, researchers,

CHILDREN’S HEALTH
or curable diseases. Youth drug abuse has _inc_reased exponentially.
taboo just about
ed — by increasing immunization rates;
ress; by sensible strategies against teen smoking not merely prohibition; by a
tal involvement as the critical compo- nent, we can help our youth make the
created concerns about who has access to personal data — and how it might be used.
ed concern is genetic discrimination, now that genetic testing has become a routine part of medical
and insurers to establish new rules for dealing with these new challenges.



Pillar 19:

Conservation,

Preservation
and the
Exploitation
of Natural
resources

The United Republication Party is committed to responsible and accountable stewardship of the nation’s
natural resources. Guyana has vast untouched Natural Resources in the form of flora and fauna. This
must be protected at all cost. The way to do so is to educate our citizens about what is conservation and
allow them to trust their innate good sense and decency of being Guyanese people to do so.

URP will develop Private/Public partnerships, rather than give our lands to foreign entities to rape our
resources. URP will ensure we get back on a common track, so that both the people and their govern-
ment can jointly focus on harnessing and utilizing our natural resources in the most efficient manner.
URP affirms that economic prosperity and environmental protection can and must advance together.
Prosperity should give our society the ability to advance environmental protection, and a thriving natu-
ral environment enhances the quality of life that makes prosperity worthwhile.

URP believe the government’s main role should be to provide market-based incentives to innovate and |
develop the new technologies for Guyanese to engage in regulated exploita- . - tion of our natural re- |

“..that pursuit.

\cy from the
s, W,

sources and ensure that environmental standards are met i n ™=

URP’S believes that the Government derives its legitima- .
people, and as such should seek the people’s cooperation - = 3
ing consensus on matters vital to the security and well-being h
people. We should work cooperatively to ensure that our natu- -
ral resources and environmental policies reflect the particular needs
of geographic regions, localities and the residents thereof.

Natural resource and environmental policies should focus on achieving results
— cleaner air, water, and land management — not crafting bureaucratic process-
es and forcefully appropriating what belongs to the governments and the localities. -
Where resource and environmental standards are violated, the government should apply
consistent enforcement. We recognize that the very nature of resource and environmental
concerns at times require government intervention. However, we affirm that a culture of sus-
tained economic growth and progress can be cultivated when the government and localities are
freed to demonstrate their unique abilities to manage local resources and solve the associated
environmental problems at the local level, the center applying necessary oversight via taxes, levies,
royalties, legislations and regulations.



Pillar 20:

Guyana Tourist In-
dustry - A Sleeping
Giant.

Tourism is one of
the most untapped

natural  resource
that is available in
Guyana. Under a

URP lead Govern-
ment, this Natural
resource will be
given the impetus
to become a major
earner for the Guy-
ana economy and
one which must be
given focus as it re-
lates to protection
and exploitation of
this most valuable
resource of our
country.

UPR Administra-
tion will work with
the various stake-
holders, locally

and internationally
to ensure the infra-
structure is in place
to jumpstart a viable
Eco Tourism. One of
the most important
aspects that are im-
peding the develop-
ment of tourism is
security and the con-
fidence that Guyana
is secure, A URP
lead  Administra-
tion will engender in
the security forces a
sense of real service
and protection and
a well-planned tour-
ism sensation plan
will be developed to
educate  Guyanese
about tourism. At
the moment tourism
is being developed in
isolation, this must
change and change

quickly if the indus-
try is to be a success.
There must be paral-
lel development of the
infrastructure and the
education of the vari-
ous stakeholders in the
service industry and
citizens as a whole to-
wards tourism, espe-
cially in terms of be-
havioral norms. The
growth of the tourism
industry in Guyana
must be guided by a
Master Plan which will
be formulated after
all-embracing consulta-
tion with stakeholders.
Areas to be looked at
will involve the follow-
ing institutions, Minis-
tries and Organizations
which must all contrib-
ute to the plan in a har-
monious way.

Among the stakehold-
ers will be:

¢ The security
forces - This is one

of the most critical
factor in the process
of reshaping a tour-
ist perspective for
Guyana.

¢  The Ministry
of Works and In-
frastructure — This
ministry must work
with the relevant
stakeholders to en-
sure first and fore-
most that a well
thought out plan is
in place to bridge
and construct roads

to every Admin-
istrative region in
Guyana.

¢  The Hotel In-
dustry

¢ The Airport
Authority

¢ The Cruise
lines of the world

+ THAG

¢  Ministry  of
Health

¢+  Banking & Fi-
nancial institutions
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Agriculture in a Modern and Safe Guyana

Guyana the Bread Basket of the Caribbean, Under a URP lead Administration the dream will be finally realized. It is
universally known that agriculture is at the heart of justifiable economic growth. The criminal neglect of the agricul-
tural sector and the deliberate disinterest in diversify farming solutions that work.

In all our agrarian policies and programmes, the URP will be guided by the following principles:

. Duty Free Concession for Agricultural Machinery
. Duty Free concession for agricultural spares
. Duty free concession for fuel

Guyana agriculture, prosperity depends not only on domestic consumption, but, in a large measure, on ex-
pansion to the global markets. Guyana is fortunate in that we have span of fertile land and distributed production of
exportable farm produce. A URP led government is determined to turn Guyana into an agricultural powerhouse for
the Caribbean in particular and the world at large. Our Government will engage in bilateral and global negotiations
to open key trade markets in consumer nations. We will focus on production for domestic consumption, while tying
export produce to target markets, not as an afterthought, but from the drawing board. A URP led government will
particularly focus on opening the largely populated Asian markets like China and India, while not neglecting key
produce for the European and American continents.

We reaffirm our strong support for agricultural research, including biotech and biomass research, and for
a permanent research and development tax credit. We reaffirm our support for cooperative partnerships between
government, local governments and private landowners for the conservation of our soil, water and biological resourc-
es on private land. The government should work with the : = Regional
Administration to adapt water quality standards that rely on the best
science and implementation of best management prac- tices.

We call for the review or elimination of outdated laws that
hamper the adaptation of agriculture to the demands and oppor- tunities
of a new century. Regional restrictions on farm, livestock

prices
and penalizing productive farmers wi
be discouraged. In order to ensure a
competitive market, accurate and open
reporting of farm, livestock and dairy
products will be required by law.

There is much more to rural
Guyana than farming, animal hus-
bandry, and forestry. The kind
of economic development that
generates family-sustaining jobs
is critical to small towns and rural
nities. We recognize the special
in working for good schools, accessible . health care, decent housing, safe drinking
water and waste disposal, and serviceable transportation. The government should be an active
partner with local entities in that process, especially in advancing the availability of the Internet and modern
telecommunications technology in rural Guyana. This is an enabler to the agrarian revolution.

commu-
lenges they face




Pillar 22:

Energy and Infrastructure

The challenge with en-
ergy and infrastructure
delivery in Guyana is
the over centralization
of such services by the
government planners.
To combat this will re-
quire a national ener-
gy and infrastructure
strategy — and a URP
Administration  will
work with the national

assembly to put in place
the Infrastructure that
will:

. Take an objective
look at Hydro Power
that will benefit Guy-
ana current energy sup-
ply needs and projected
need for the next gener-
ation.

. In the short term
introduce first time

small-scale energy lease
permits to encourage
regulated small business
investment in the im-
portation and market-
ing of small quantities
of the energy products
to communities.

. Expand the tax
credit for renewable en-
ergy sources to include
the establishment of

Solar Farms in hinter-
land areas as an imme-
diate relief for supply
of energy to ensure in-
dustrial growth.

We affirm that a decen-
tralization of the na-
tions energy industry
is the key to efficient
and Competitive de-
livery of such services
to the people.




TRANSPORTATION, ROAD, RAILWAY AND
BRIDGE INFRASTRUCTURE:

Commerce is at the heart of our economy, and the transportation infrastructure is its
main artery. Without safe and efficient transport, the economy declines. Maintaining
that vital infrastructure has always been, in part, a government responsibility, and
the URP will ensure this happens. The URP will undertake a strategy that will enable
a Trans-Regional Road way and Railroad across the length and breadth of Guyana.
Starting with the most need areas which will allow once again the internal exchange
of goods and produces to consumers in all ten administrative regions, stretching to
hinterland waterways and rivers. The rail and roads network will be complemented
with Aviation measures which will include the building of airstrip at strategic loca-
tions. URP will champion investment in transportation assets as a cornerstone of the
economy and, indeed, as a national way of life.




-

In a URP led govern-
ment, Guyanese have a
good cause to be opti-
mistic. This generation
can adapt Guyana to
thrive amid great change
— change in the econ-
omy, infrastructure de-
livery, domestic law en-
forcement, the political
structure,  technology,
and the military.

The URP strategy
is simple. It is a strategy
that recalls traditional
truths about power and
ideals and applies them
to networked market-
places, modern diplo-
macy and the high-tech
arena. A URP admin-
istration will use pow-
er wisely, set priorities,
craft needed institutions
of openness and free-
dom, and invest in the
future. A URP Admin-
istration will encourage
a unity of national gov-
ernance that has so long
been absent. We see a
confident Guyana united
in the fellowship of who
lead us. We envision the
restoration of a respect-
ed Guyana leadership
firmly grounded in a dis-
tinctly Guyana national-
ism.

Trust, pride, and
respect: we pledge to re-

GOVERNMENT FOR THE PEOPLE -
PRINCIPLED LEADERSHIP

store these qualities to
the way Guyanese view
their government. It is
the most important tasks
and reflects the over-
whelming desire of our
citizens for fundamental
change in the Coopera-
tive Republic of Guyana.

The templates
to make this happen
are readily available, in
the visionary leader-
ship to open a new era
of creativity and free-
dom, making govern-
ment citizen-centered,
results-oriented,  and,
where possible, entre-
preneur-based. This will
usher sound manage-
ment of public resources
leading to unprecedent-
ed surpluses. Services
will be improved. Waste
will be reduced. Taxes
will be minimized.

We shall encour-
age government and lo-
cal government partner-
ships to create a vibrant
Guyana: providing in-
formation and services
to the public via the
Internet.  Citizens can
conduct business with

government by going
on-line instead of wast-
ing hour’s in-line. We
will e-power citizens at
all levels of government.
And we will require gov-
ernment agencies to use
on- line practices to deal
with the masses.

The URP lead-
ership recognizes that
the Guyana citizenry
has suffered abuse, in-
trusion and bullying at
the hands of the gov-
ernment or its organs,
which continue un-
abated to this day. We,
therefore, commit to
provide structural and
Constitutional protec-
tion for the Guyanese
people against govern-
ment abuse, intrusion
and bullying.

Under the URP,
the government must
adapt to the challenges
of thenewera. There are
too many departments
and agencies with com-
peting programs that
waste resources and fail
to deliver the goods:
numerous  economic
development programes,

countless education
programs in many dif-
ferent agencies at ex-
orbitant cost to the na-
tion and numerous job
training programmes
in many different agen-
cies.

intend to
downsize  government
making ministers do
what their are supposed
to do, simply by ensuring
that all agencies bring
about accountability.

A URP lead Ad-
ministration will run
the government much
like a responsive and
efficient  organization.
Bureaucracy will be re-
duced and condensed
in size, beginning at its
upper echelons, and
downwards throughout
its strata. If public ser-
vices can be delivered
more efficiently and less
expensively through the
private sector, they will
be privatized. A URP
government will estab-
lish accountability, re-
ward performance, put
civility and customer
focus back into the civil
and public services, and
restore dignity and eth-
ics to the Public Service.

We
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The Guyana Constitution, in spite of all its many shortfalls, does guarantee indispensable
democratic freedoms of speech, press, and association, and, the right to petition our govern-
ment. The URP affirms that any regulation of the political process must not infringe upon the
rights of the people to full participation in the political process. The principal cure for the ills of
democracy is greater participation in the political process by more citizens.

Preserve the right of every individual and all groups — whether for us or against us — to
express their opinions and advocate their issues. We will not allow any arm of government to
restrict this constitutionally guaranteed right.
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A strong and well-
trained Guyana mili-
tary is the best guar-
antee of peace with
our neighbors. It is the
shield of freedom, safe-
ty, and prosperity. Only
a President, as Com-
mander-in-Chief of the
Armed Forces, can en-
sure that our military
stands ready to defend
Guyana and triumph
against any opposition.

The URP lead
Government will com-
mit to rebuilding the
Guyana military main-
taining a non-political,
professional  military
under complete civil
authority. A military
committed to strength
and purpose, a military
committed to serv-
ing its people. Under a
URP Government we
will see the Military
working in Road Con-
struction, Developing
the infrastructure of
Roads and Railways
in Guyana. The Mil-
itary will collaborate
with the Guyana Police
Force to conduct patrol
of our porous borders.
A military with identi-
fiable imprints on the
national economy and
a key player in the na-

A Military for the
Twenty-First Century

tion’s war against crime
and drug trafficking.

We will turn the mili-
tary into a real fighting
force with highly active
professional component.

The professional
component will be used
as an organized and co-
ordinated resource to
leap frog Guyana int
key technologies o
interest to the military

objectives.

URP government
will pursue initia
tives to transform
Guyanas  defense
capabilities for the
information  age,
ensuring that Guy-
ana armed forc-
es remain para-
mount against
emerging dan-
gers. URP be-
lieves that in or-
der to succeed as
a nation, we must

align our military power
with the strengths of the
Guyana society and vice
versa, developing and
sharing skills, technolo-
gy, and the integration of
fast-paced systems into
our mutual networks.
Both civil and military
resources
ust have a
shared and
coordinated
oal. We can
no longer af-
ford a military,

which is entirely parasit-
ic to the society. While
we dare not forget that
the strength of the mil-
itary lies with the com-
bat soldier, sailor, and
airman, we must not
also forget that technol-
ogy is now the decisive
ace in modern warfare.
This is our vision of the
New Military in the New
Guyana.

In general, Guyanese are
not proud of their cur-
rent armed forces. The
military faces growing
problems in readiness
and morale, and it is not
clear that they are pre-
pared for the threats of
the future.

The Guyana mili-
tary under the leadership
of a URP government
will focus on its most de-
manding task — fighting
and winning in combat.
Readiness prevents wars.
Also, by being prepared
for this most exacting
mission with an uncom-
mon sense of urgency,
our military will know,
unlike today, that its
loyalty and self-sacrifice
have meaning and pur-
pose. We will challenge
Guyanas military lead-
Continued on next page»
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ers to envision a new
architecture of Guy-
ana defense for de-
cades to come. One
that will balance the
need to prepare for
information age bat-
tles while keeping our
conventional fighting
skills second to none

in the South Amer-
. ?’ca.
In the twen-

wty-first cen-

Guyana’s forces must be
agile, lethal, readily de-
ployable, and require
a minimum of logisti-
cal support. They must
also be fully prepared
for possible enemy use
of weapons of mass
destruction. To build
such a military forces
will require foresight
and steadfast commit-
ment. We must be will-
ing to act now to give

_ the next generation of

Guyanese

the nation’s military

what they will need to
protect our country.
This will also require
a new spirit of inno-
vation. URP believes
that our military lead-
ers will welcome and
meet these challenges.
To demonstrate that a
new approach to the
nation’s defense can
shape the future with
new concepts, new
strategies, and new re-
solve.

URP will strengthen its
Reserve Unit as an im-
portant component of

readiness, and we
will maintain their
strength in each Re-
gion. Their role as
citizen soldiers is to
link every commu-
nity in the country
with the cause of
national  security.
We support the ad-
vancement of wom-
en in the military
and their exemption
from ground combat
units. By the policies
we have enumerat-
ed so far, we will put
renewed emphasis
on encouraging the
best and brightest of
our young people to




Pillar 27

Sports-based youth development

Sport under a Unit-
ed Republican Party
(URP)
will not only focus on

Government

development of sport
facilities for the var-
of

massive em-

ious
sports;
phasis will be placed

disciplines

on developing the in-
dividuals and their ca-
pabilities to effectively
ensure that Guyana as
a country is in the mix
in relations to sport at
the national, regional
and international lev-
els.

URP believe that while
we need to improve
sport
in Guyana in terms

facilities for

of building

i

Under a URP Government

niences, parallel em-
phasis must be given to
the development and
nurturing a modern
conceptual framework
in which “sports-based
youth development pro-
grams~ are implement-
ed. Sports-based youth
development programs
are out-of-school-time
programs that will be
used in a number of
sport disciplines to fa-
cilitate learning and
life skill development
in youth starting from
nursery.

Youths in Guyana under
a URP Government will
be strategically ident

ed in terms of their

conve- =

al
] - uih

-t ¥
-
e

abilities to perform in
specific disciplines at an
early age.

Through a well-struc-
tured youth education
development
developed in collabora-
tion with the Ministry of
Education and the Min-
istry of Culture, Youth
and Sports, students in
Primary, Secondary and
at the Tertiary levels will
be given the opportunity
to excel in sports and at
the same time be assured

program

that their are academi-
cally fortified as well as
equipped with the skills
necessary to perform at

s the top of their game.

gy A URP
H ’

Government will sum-
mon the human resource
skills of retired sports-
men and women, not
only in Guyana but will
draw from the pool of
expertise regionally and
internationally, to ensure
that the proficiencies of
sports in Guyana reach
and maintain interna-
tional standards. A URP
Government will give
special privileges
tax breaks to sports men

and

and women who have
represented Guyana in-
ternationally. House and
land will be provided for
these athletes, and busi-
ness will be developed
within the sports arena

to ensure the com-
mercialization of their

-.H respective
disciplines.
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